MEMORANDUM CIRCULARNO. _ 2 2
Series of 2012

Subject: Guidelines on the Pilot Implementation of Modified Conditior;al Cash
Transfer Program for Households with 15-17 Year Old Children

I. Rationale

The Philippines is becoming a rapidly growing economy which will demand or require high
skilled labor to be able to continue to grow. Recognizing this, the Administration of
President Aquino has embarked on a significant reform of the education system, which is
geared to increase academic and technical skills of Filipino children by increasing the length
of the school cycle to 12 years after the compulsory Kindergarten for 5 years old (K to 12
initiatives) which main features are as follows:

a) 5 years old and below = kindergarten
b) 6to 11 — Elementary

c) 12 to 15 = Junior High School

d) 16 TO 17- senior High School

This reform makes Kindergarten and 12 years of quality basic education a right of every
Filipino child, and makes them go in elementary diploma (6 years), a junior high school
diploma (4 years), and a senior high school diploma (2 years).

The 2 years senior high school diploma provides older children 16-18 years old below
develop or acquire skills or competencies relevant to the job market depending on the
occupation/career track they wish to pursue such as on Science and Technology, Music and
Arts, Agriculture and Fisheries, Sports, Business and Entrepreneurship.

Eventually, the full 12 years of basic education will be required for every Filipino child to
enter into college level (tertiary level education) which is scheduled for entering freshmen by
SY 2018-2019 or seven years from now).

The situation for Pantawid children will probably get more difficult with the proposal to
increase the education cycle to 12 years (K to 12). First, under the current system parents
may put children in the school on the hopes that soon they will get out with a High School
diploma, which would serve to improve their incomes in the labor market. Second, this will
require the Pantawid households to spend more for additional two (2) years. If the children
of the poor cannot participate and reach the highest levels of education they will not benefit
from this added education.

Under the current system, children from poor families are dropping out of school after
primary and thus will not be able to reap any of the benefits of the added school years.
Unless children enroll and complete secondary they will not benefit from the substantial
public spending that will be needed to be able to have the 12 years school cycle a reality.
Pantawid children will need even more support now than before for them to be able to
complete higher levels of education and expense.


















